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Subjectt Jackpile Uranium Mine Rydrology Study

Ve are respounding to your memorandua of iay 18, 1984, concerninc the proposed
Jackpile Uraonfum Mine Hydrology Study.

7he Bureau of Indfan Affaire (BIA) &nd the Buresu of Lund Manzgezment (ELK)

are cooperating on the Environuental Inmpact Statement (XIS) for the
Jackpile~Paguate Reclanation. The LIS task force s in the process of out-
1ining additional hydrologic studics. The Assistant Scerctary, Land and
HYinerale Fanagewent, Dre. Carrey Carruthers, has tentatively arranged for the
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to du the new hydrology work. Background
information oa the aew study and & etatemenmt of vork are attached. We propose
this work to be obtained from the USG3 as the DIA stcre ($13,000) of the study.
Our recomuendations ure outlined below.

1. The BIA has deterained thet preseatly compiled iInformution znd analysis
is not adequate for determining levels of groundwater recovery with any
degree of confidence aud it 1s not practical to design the Jackpile
backfill levels on the basis of the previous studies.

2. The 3IA supports a reclamation plan for surface dralnage of the wine site
to avoid ponded water, Thie option would overcome the uncertaicties in
predictinz groundwater recovarye

3. oOther parties end other issues require additional authoritative support
for & decision on groundvater recovery levels,

4. Cozpletion of the attached acope of work wuvuld be valuable to demonstrate
to the Pueblo and PLX the uncertainty in the hydrology inforaation. The
evaluation of hoth permeability and recharge uader work ftes= 3 is
particularly critical. Any deletion of items from the proposed scope of
vork. would {upair its usefulnees to the BIA. Accordingly, we suggest that
the BIA seel: an interagency agreement with the BLM and USCS for USCS to DD
provide the attached sccpe of worke If the U3G5 16 unable to provide the
required work 1tews, we sugiest that the work ftems may be acquired in a 9384179
tincly sanner from an cutside specialist end the BIA should withdraw from
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5. The USGS work must be dome independently without direct participation by
Angconda or their consultants, except as requested by USGS for data or
explanations of Anacondz’s previous work. This would avoid bias by
Anaconda over the results of the study.

6, If the USGE work requested by the BIA is not coumitted to proceed by
July 6, 1984, then the RIA should obtain the same scope of work from out—
alde sourcea. Such an approach will allow the Bureau and the EIS
participants access to sufficient information to support ouxr position
without undue delay to the EIS.

We recommend that the implementation of this study be coordinated with USGS and
FLH accordingly,

(Sgd) VINCENT LITTLE
Area Director

Artachpents
cc: Sid Mills, w/Enclosures

&aguna Agency, wf?nclasnréé
" "BLH, w/EncTosures ™

CONFIDENTIAL ‘ POL-EPA01-0008257

1






